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nize a real need : quick also to see how the need should
be met. He found material for invention in the most
commonplace appliances, because his mental habit was
in everything to seek for the how and the why and to
ask himself in what way the thing might be done better.
And he had an infinite faculty of taking pains : of adher-
ing to a purpose till he secured its full accomplishment:
of going on from improvement to improvement in pursuit
of the more perfect result. And with all this he had a
courage and hopefulness that no opposition could damp,
that never accepted defeat.

We may apply to him the words which he himself used
of Cyrus Field : ' He possessed an admirable and un-
approachable quality, an attribute of heroes : he never
knew when to give in/
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